Following Sam Gyimah’s resignation Chris Skidmore has been appointed as the new
HE Minister. Chris’ full role title is Minister of State for Universities, Science,
Research and Innovation with dual reporting hats to both the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and the Department for Education.

Profile
Author and history lecturer Chris Skidmore is a Tory backbencher. He is one of a
number of MPs who took Labour marginals in 2010 and were re-elected with
large majorities in 2015. Previously he was a Parliamentary Under-Secretary of
State in the Cabinet Office. He plays the guitar and is a fan of Bob Dylan. He is a member of a number
of local charities. Chris is married with two children.
Education and Employment History
Born in 1981, he went to Bristol Grammar School and took double first-class honours in history at
Christ Church, Oxford. Chris is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society.
He worked briefly as a journalist on the Western Daily Press and People magazine, was a researcher to
the historian Robert Lacey and an adviser to Bristol’s bid for European Capital City of Culture in 2008.
He was a part-time lecturer in history at Bristol University.
He has several historical focused publications and has written a biography of the boy King Edward VI
and his second book Death and the Virgin, was published in 2010. His most recent book Bosworth, the
Birth of the Tudors appeared in 2013.
Early Political Activities
He chaired the Bow Group and was an education adviser to the Conservative Party, producing reports
on topics such as school dropouts and boys’ under-achievement. Together with Charlotte Leslie, now
MP for North West Bristol, he produced a report on children with special educational needs, such as
dyslexia and Asperger’s Syndrome.
He published a report on the decline in history teaching in schools, especially in the most
disadvantaged areas, and urged a revival by making it a compulsory subject in the English
Baccalaureate up to the age of 16.
But in 2011 he turned his mind to the future, as a member of the Free Enterprise group of Tory MPs.
He was one of the co-authors with Kwasi Kwarteng MP of After the Coalition, setting out a distinctive
Conservative agenda, based on entrepreneurship and responsibility. The following year, with four
other Conservative MPs, he co-authored Britannia Unchained – Global Lessons for Growth and Prosperity.
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Political Career
Skidmore was elected to the Kingswood constituency in 2010. The seat had been held by Labour since
1992, with Skidmore winning on a slim majority of 2,445. In 2015 Skidmore won a decisive victory
gaining a majority of 9,006, helped by a reduced Liberal Democrat vote.
He delved into history in his maiden speech, invoking the Methodist preachers John Wesley and
George Whitefield and their open-air sermons to the coal miners of Kingswood. He spoke of poverty
and welfare dependency and urged reform of the welfare system.
•

He has campaigned against plans to build houses in the Green Belt, a topic he has pursued in
several debates.

•

He supported same-sex marriage.

•

He supported remaining in the European Union.

•

He introduced a Ten-Minute-Rule Bill to require MPs who change their party affiliations to
resign their seats and fight by-elections under their new colours.

•

In October 2014 he voted for the right of MP recall if constituents signed a petition over a
certain threshold.

•

In March 2015 he voted against plain packaging for cigarettes.

•

In June 2015 he said reducing unemployment was the ‘most important’ action to reduce child
poverty.

Theresa May appointed Chris as Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State in the Cabinet Office when
she was elected.
He was appointed as vice-chairman of the Conservative party in January 2018, with responsibility for
policy. He has also been a party advisor on education (specifically to David Willets and Michael Gove),
and was a member of the health (2010-13) and education select committees 2012-14.
His parliamentary posts:
•

PPS to George Osborne as First Secretary of State and Chancellor of the Exchequer 2015-16

•

Parliamentary Secretary (Minister for the Constitution), Cabinet Office 2016-18

•

Now Minister of State for Universities, Science, Research and Innovation, Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy and Department for Education (Dec 2018)

His stated political interests are: health, education, social care, disability
Here is his voting record, speaking record, his parliamentary biography and his twitter feed.
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Tweets and responses from the day of his appointment
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